Shiloh

Chapters 1 – 5

Vocabulary

barrel

cringe

whimper

grovel

lope


yelp

commences

hounds

Questions

What can you tell about Marty’s family from the way they live?
Why can Marty not have a dog? What evidence can you find in the novel that getting a pet would not be a wise decision for the Prestons?

Marty, the narrator in Shiloh, uses the present tense, telling things as they happen to him. Why do you think the author uses the present tense? How does it affect what the narrator knows?

What does Marty mean when he says, “Don’t have to mark a dog to hurt hi?”

When Marty and his father return the beagle to Judd in Chapter 2, how does Marty feel about Shiloh? How does Judd feel about the beagle? How does Marty feel about Judd? Discuss events in the story that make the characters’ feelings clear.

Should Marty have returned Shiloh to Judd? Why or why not?
Why does Judd keep his dogs lean?

Why do you think Marty has become so attached to Shiloh is such a short time?
What problems do you think Marty will encounter if he tries to keep the promises he makes to Shiloh in Chapter 4?

What has Marty done to take care of Shiloh. Do you think he does enough to meet all of the dog’s needs? What are the biggest problems he faces in keeping him?
What are the lies Marty tells in Chapter Five?
